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CHILD ABUSE: AN TINIVERSAL MITENGMENON

Dr.Dipdreltha Mohapatra
Assiziam Mrofessor, P00 Departiient of Lavw, Sowbalpr Diriversine:

Absiract

Child ohuse e o sfef? of saodional, phsical sconcoes and seeeal saaliveaimend wmeied ont o @ pervon below
the oge of efgiteen ang i g globally peevalsnd phenomerone Howsver, In Tadic, a0 fe seony other conedeles,
fheve hag heen ne undersranding of the extens, wagaliode sad teends af the prablem, The groowing complecdizg
af life mmd the deamaric changer drogahr abeid By soclo-eoomomie Transitions i Dedla have plaed o wglor
role o imcransivg i viwerabiliie of alildren 1o wiionr and nevver fovms of abuse. Althaugh ohifal abuse
Previl gverewtecs irrespecrive of Sl g stotes of @ cowniry vet several developed coumirics in the warld
Bave el developed chlld peclection sestems, Uke g mondaiory raporing, ideifootion ond fovesiizaion
seckianism of gifectad alildven ard oftsn ﬂﬂk.l'.".'ll_:' eeabrcive axedlom T macke Hhe wevize q-.f:"ﬁ.':,'.iw! el ey
rerpandive. The buvdan Righ faveld of pepoiing and rvestigation s aol Ay DA STeeiiy bet alve e dhe geslen,
The lows partaining to onild abuse do aIFer oM cnusmeg o counte.

Koy Words: Chilet Abuse, Mandetory Reporting, Hlengification, favesfipation,

Tt ol et
The Children are liure of the nafion, Present children are the citizens of tomorrow. So many eosy and lotty
| words we use for children vel child abuse in penerel and child sexual sbuse in percioular is foard to e deeply
pssociated with historical values and pecspactives, The childzen have inherent rights as cecopnized by the
socizty. Fach porind in histery as well as cach cultuee shonld have treated children as valuable sropery of the
secicty and proger care should be taken to proteet their health s physical, mental, and emotlosl. The suprame
court of Indin in $heila Barse and others Vs Union of India' hes declared that “Child is 2 national ass=t. So =
child required proper care, leve afeciion asd nourishmenl bul experience shows, that the children are subjocted
I mbuse i somme situations, The child explodtation is a result of ipoorance of fomily end core and sffection end
Taek of love and affection of the parcns.™

One of the major problems in understending the seope of e subject of child abusz is that it is extromely
ditficult to pel responzes Gom children oo such o sensitive subjsct because of their nability to fudly understand
Hhe  Terend dimensions of child abaze and 1o falk aboul eic eaperiences, 1 is herefors difficult to miher dula
on abuzed childeen, Further, definifions of abuse are not ver conzisfent within countries, much less Fom counliy
To erndey of region i reginn. Yet goveenments do estimase that the numbere of abazed amd neglected children is
alanning, and wnless governmaents gzt their act together and respand o the situation by was ot hoth prevention
and treatment, we will be doing a grave injustice to our children @nd would be denving them their basic rights.”
The worst parl = el such abose s mlicied upoat @ child by @ person in s tmmediate circle and a stunming
oty of these cases go unnaticed, Alsa, reasans like shame, plain deprawily and focly hooous condriburs
teowvards shunning &nd eovering the cases of child ahose.”

The tenm "Child Abuse’ may have ditferent connotafions in differcne cubtural milice and socip-connomic
sitvations. Child abuse hos serious poosicel and psycho-social consequences which adversely aftect the heelth
il overil] well-bedg of o chald, Accocding o WIICE "Child abuse or malirentment constitutzs ell forms of
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